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12 CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES. 

The amount of musical education and knowledge the Canadian has is very 
small. It is restricted to rags and jass music and one or two popular songs. 
They can't talk about music even in an elementary way, though they are tre- 
mendously keen on it. Most of our boys have seen all the possible London musi- 
cal productions — some of which are quite good — Choo Choo Choo for instance. 
They want to sing, are willing to sing, but don't know at all how to use their 
voice. I wish I had time and opportunity to put some of the voices I hear into 
shape. I have had no opportunity here, though I started quite a few in 
England. 

One thing I forgot to mention in connection with the telephonists. Word 
would be sent over the wires — last record — and on its conclusion all the buzzers 
at these stations would buzz then. Code signal for end of message. This is one 
of the little humorous touches of which this life is full. 

I asked a fellow, about twenty-seven years of age, a Canadian, fond of poetry, 
well educated and who has led a fairly fast life, but who is quite a sensible 
and manly man what his impressions of Kreisler's Caprice Viennese was, on the 
spur of the moment, without having warned him I would ask him. Here is what 
he said, "It recalled to him a man struggling in life to get on; he reached his 
goal and climax and gradually felt himself losing grip of it." 

If any of these observation and experiences are interesting to you, let me 
know, as everything out here is just common every day life, except the danger, 
which becomes common too. 

I have been disappointed I have not been able to make deeper observations. 
Mostly everything musically I mean, I met in school life, the only peculiarity 
being that it just seems like First Year after Kindergarten to Third and Fourth 
Year. 

I am hoping to apply for Y. M. C. A. work this winter, if things quiet down. 
Meanwhile I wouldn't be allowed to do this work. Kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, (Bombadier) Duncan McKenzie. 

234, 476 10th Can. Siege Bk. 



MUSIC AND MANLINESS 
By Fred G. Smith, Fort Smith, Ark. 

(Editor's Note: The following letter will explain Mr. Smith's contribution. 

J enclose a note on Music and Manliness. I wrote it for the High School 
here. The boys' attitude towards music is inclined to be contemptuous so I 
hung the bulletin in the hall of the High School along with several prints of men 
musicians. The Principal was sympathetic and had the bulletin placed in a 
prominent position. Possibly you might like to print it in the M. S. J. as a 
help to other teachers. 

Are you one of those people who consider Music effeminate? 

If so, do you know that : — 

1. All the great composers were men. 

2. The great Symphony Orchestras of the world are composed of men play- 
ers and are conducted by men. The personnel of a modern Symphony 
Orchestra consists of 80 or 90 men. 

3. Many churches in the larger cities have their music supplied by choirs 
of men and boys under a male organist and director. 

4. The men who are playing and singing on the Concert stage and in Grand 
Opera have to be and are men of splendid physique and considerable 
intellectual attainment. They are the physical equals of the best football 
and baseball players. 

5. "The Musical Quarterly" (New York) Oct. 1915, contains an article 
entitled "The American College Man in Music." 

Definite information was obtained about 300 College men in music, 
but the list is admittedly incomplete. 

6. Music is accepted as an entrance subject in many American Colleges. 



